
 Saint George Maronite Catholic Church 

 رعية مار جرجس المارونية

1493 Cranston Street, Cranston, RI 02920 

Email: stgeorgeri1@gmail.com 

Website: www.stgeorgeri.com                                                        

Office: 401-723 8444 

December 10, 2023                                                                                                          

Birth of John the Baptist 

SACRAMENTS                                  

Baptism & Confirmation: One month in advance with the Pastor.                                                                                        

Suggested Donation: Church: $200   Priest: Free Will                                                                                                               

Matrimony: Arrangements should be made by couples six months prior to the wedding date. 

Suggested Donation: Church $500.  Priest: Free Will                                                                                                                                             

Reconciliation:                                                                                 (Hall rental is available)                                                                                              

One hour before liturgies, or by appointment                                (Please call the church office)                                                                                                                             

Anointing of the Sick:  Please notify the Rectory if a member of your family is ill,  hospitalized, or              

homebound and would like to receive communion at home.  

Meet Your Clergy 

Rev. Tony Saab, Pastor    

frtonysaab@gmail.com         

401-400 1441 (Urgent calls)                                                                              
 

 

Farid Zaarour,  Deacon                      

ffzaarour@yahoo.com 

Office Hours                                                                                                                             

Weds - Friday                             

from 9am-12pm  

 

Liturgical Schedule 

Wednesday  7:00pm,             

Thursday and Friday 10:00am 

Saturday 4:00 pm                                                                       

Sunday  8:30 am (Latin rite)                                                  

10:30 am  

 

Exposition of the Holy             

Eucharist                                                                 

on Thursday 6:00pm                                                   

Weekly collections 

Saturday 04:00pm                   
$794.00                                  

Sunday                             
08:30am        $249.00       

10.30am        $793.00 

 

Subscribe to our Parish You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/@saintgeorge7066/streams 

Like our Parish facebook page  

 https:/www.facebook.com/stgeorgemaronitecatholicchurchRI    

New!! Follow us on Instagram                                                         
@stgeorgecranston 

“Truly I tell you, among those born       
of women there has not risen              

anyone greater than John the Baptist; 
yet whoever is least in the kingdom      

of heaven is greater than he.“     

(Mt 11:11) 



  Galatians 4:21-5:1 
 The Allegory of Hagar and Sarah 
Brothers and Sisters: 
Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, will you not listen to the law? For it is written that 
Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a free woman. One, the child of the 
slave, was born according to the flesh; the other, the child of the free woman, was born through the 
promise. Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is Hagar, from 
Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to 
the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the other woman corresponds to the 
Jerusalem above; she is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless one, you 
who bear no children, burst into song and shout, you who endure no birth pangs; for the children of 
the desolate woman are more numerous than the children of the one who is married.” Now you, my 
friends, are children of the promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time the child who was born           
according to the flesh persecuted the child who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. But 
what does the scripture say? “Drive out the slave and her child; for the child of the slave will not share 
the inheritance with the child of the free woman.” So then, friends, we are children, not of the slave 
but of the free woman. For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery. Praise be to God always! 
 Luke 1:57-66 
 The Birth of John the Baptist 
The Evangelist said: 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard 
that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his 
mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 
Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth 
was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their   
neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who 
heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the 
Lord was with him. This is the truth. Peace be with you. 

Announcement Corner 

1– Friday December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate conception, a holy day of obligation.                            

Liturgy will be celebrated on Thursday 12/7 at 7:00pm in the Church. 

2– Christmas Parish dinner: Saturday December 9.    Sodality Christmas Party Saturday 12/16. 

3-  Children Christmas Party: Sunday December 17 after 10:30am liturgy. 

      Saint Joseph Annual Hafli: March 16, 2024.  

4– Christmas weekend schedule 

     Saturday 12/23 Genealogy of Jesus  4:00pm                                                                                                       

Sunday 12/24 Genealogy of Jesus 8:30 and 10:30am                                                                                      

             Christmas Eve   4:00pm                                                                                                              

Monday 12/25 Christmas Day  8:30am and 10:30am 

5– New year weekend schedule       Saturday 12/30  4:00pm 

Sunday 12/31  8:30am and 10:30am 

Monday January 1, 2024        8:30 am and 10:30am 



12/7 

7:00pm 

 

Memorial liturgy for Maria Verdugo and Francisco Covarrubias, requested by their                            

daughter Monica Loskoutov. 

12/9 

4:00pm 

 

One year anniversary for Anthony Budway, requested by his wife Maureen, his children,             

his grandchildren, and his Great grandchildren. 

12/10 

8:30am 

10:30am 

 

Remembrance liturgy for Ernest Mari, requested by Maria and Jim Penta. 

For Georgette Kosseifi who passed away in Lebanon, requested by her loving family. 

 Memorial liturgy for Father Jean Ledu and Lucienne Moraille, and all deceased members 

of the Chancy family, requested by Marie Chancy. 

12/16 

4:00pm 

Memorial liturgy for Peter and Mary Michael, and Richard Solomon, requested by their                 

loving family. 

In honor of the Immaculate Conception and for the deceased members of the Holy Rosary        

Sodality. 

12/17 

8:30am 

10:30am 

 

Memorial liturgy for Mildred Rocchio, requested by her loving family.                                                

In memory of our mother and grandmother Melda (Milada) Roukos DiLullo, and our grand-

son and nephew Joseph Barish, requested by their loving family. 

12/23 

4:00pm 

 

Eleventh anniversary liturgy for Samira Thomas, requested by her loving family. 

12/24 

8:30am 

10:30am 

 

4:00pm 

 

 

Memorial liturgy for Donald Solomon, requested by James and Joan Salem. 

 

Christmas Eve 

12/25 

8:30am 

10:30am 

 

Christmas Day 

12/30 

4:00pm 

Twenty year Anniversary for Elias Saab and the deceased members of the Saab and Atallah                 

families, requested by their loving families. 

12/31 

8:30am 

10:30am 

 

Memorial liturgy for Ernest Mari JR., requested by Patricia and Gino Rebussini. 

1/1/2024 

10:30am 

World Peace Day/ Circumcision of the Lord 

  

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD 

Liturgical Intentions 





PARISH REGISTRATION   

Many of our parishioners are still not registered with us.  Please take a moment and register.  

Help us to better communicate with you, by filling out the form in the back of the church and 

returning it to us at your earliest convenience. 

ي 
كتار من اسماء و عناوين عائلات رعيتنا غير موجودون ف 

سجلات الكنيسة. نحن بحاجة لتعاونكم من خلال تسجيل 

يدي من خلال تعبئة  الاسم، العنوان، رقم الهاتف، و العنوان الير

يد.  ي الير
 الطلبات الموجودة على باب الكنيسة و تسليمها لنا بعد القداس او ارسالها ف 

“Gathered in the one spirit, breathing as though with two lungs – of 

the East and of the West – and burning with the love of Christ in one 

heart – having two ventricles.” 

(Sacri Canones; Pope John Paul II) 

DID YOU KNOW that for Catholics united with the Pope in Rome, there is an amazing unity 

even within the reality of cultural diversity? The Catholic Church, comprised of 21 Eastern 

Churches and 1 Western Church (Latin Rite Roman Catholic), is a communion of Churches, 

with the Pope as the visible head. One of the Eastern Catholic Churches is the Maronite 

Church. She has Her own hierarchy composed of a Patriarch, who is Her father and head, and 

over forty Bishops who shepherd the many Eparchies (Dioceses) in Lebanon, the Middle 

East, and throughout the world. The Patriarch governs the Church in a synodal manner with 

his body of bishops as is customary in the Eastern Churches. Each Catholic Church practices 

a common faith according to one of the six major traditions.  

The Maronite Church follows the Antiochene Tradition. All Churches within the communion 

of Catholic Churches share the same:  

Dogmatic Faith. Seven Mysteries (Sacraments). Moral Teachings.                                                                       

Unity with the Pope of Rome. 

All Catholics believe the same truths of the faith, yet worship differently. One could say they 

share the same essence of faith, but have a different expression of that faith. Each Church  

embraces its own culture and tradition to express Her faith in Jesus the Risen Lord. Each of 

the Catholic Churches: Encompasses a unique liturgy, theology, spirituality and discipline; Is 

characterized by Her own cultural and linguistic tradition; Is guided by a Patriarch, Major 

Archbishop, Metropolitan or other hierarchy, who along with their Synod of Bishops are in 

full communion with the Pope, the Successor of Saint Peter in Rome. 





Ten Les s ons  f r om  t hi s  week’s  Gos pel  
 

1. Divine Intervention in Infertility: The conception and birth of John the Baptist to 
the elderly and previously barren Elizabeth highlight God's ability to intervene         
miraculously, emphasizing the sanctity of life. 
 
2.  God's Perfect Plan: The timing of John's birth according to God's plan                                                     
emphasizes the divine order and sovereignty of God in orchestrating events for the 
fulfillment of His purposes. 
 
3.  The Power of Naming: The significance of naming John, contrary to family          
tradition, underscores the importance of names and the role they play in God's plan. 
In Catholic tradition, names often carry deep spiritual meaning. 
 
4. Sacrament of Baptism: John's name means          

"God is gracious," and his later role as a baptizer 
connects to the sacrament of Baptism in the              
Catholic Church, symbolizing cleansing,                    
repentance, and entry into the faith community. 

 
5. The Joy of New Life: The joy expressed by             

Elizabeth and the community at John's birth              
mirrors the joy experienced in the Catholic Church 
at the birth of new members through Baptism and 
the Sacraments. 

 
6. Role of the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit played      

a crucial role in John's conception and ministry. This underscores the importance of 
the Holy Spirit in the life of believers, guiding, empowering, and sanctifying them. 

 
7. The Importance of Praise and Thanksgiving: Zechariah's Benedictus                                

(Luke 1:68-79), a hymn of praise, is a significant part of this passage. It teaches 
Catholics the importance of offering praise and thanksgiving to God for His           
blessings. 

 
8. Recognition of God's Signs: The neighbors and relatives recognized the divine 

significance of John's birth. This emphasizes the importance of discerning and      
acknowledging God's signs and wonders in our lives. 

 
9.  Humility and Obedience: Zechariah's initial doubt and subsequent humility                           
teach the importance of humility and obedience in the face of God's promises,             
a virtue deeply emphasized in Catholic teachings. 
 
10.  Preparation for Christ: John the Baptist's role as the forerunner preparing the 
way for the Messiah aligns with the Catholic emphasis on Advent, a season of        
preparation for the coming of Christ, both in the celebration of Christmas and in       
anticipation of His second coming.    






